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From Left: Former Chief Judges Bissell, Brown and Simandle with Chief Judge Linares 

 On June 29, 2017, the Historical Society proudly commemorated the 
ñPassing of the Gavelò from the Hon. Jerome B. Simandle to the Hon. Jose 
L. Linares, our Courtôs 16th Chief Judge.  The commemoration took place 
in the ceremonial courtroom of the U.S. Post Office and Courthouse in 
Newark, and featured remarks from Historical Society President Keith Mil-
ler, Esq., former Chief Judge Simandle, and a moving introduction by Jo-
seph Linares, Esq., Chief Judge Linaresô son.  During his remarks, Chief 
Judge Linares noted some of our Courtôs many unique attributes, and poign-
antly concluded with the following observation:   

 The job that we do in the preservation of the American way of life, the 
protection of the Constitution, the protection of the rights of our citi-
zens, has never been more paramount in my opinion, and I look for-
ward to working with this Court to insure that our job is properly 
done.   

 The Historical Society joins the entire Federal Family in both thank-
ing former Chief Judge Simandle, and welcoming Chief Judge Linares.   

 
O  B   T  H  S : 
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A S  C : 
J  S  R  U  H  T  A  O  Cô  C  

Hon. Jerome B. Simandle, C.J.U.S.D.C. (2012-2017) 

Earlier this year, the Hon. Jerome B. Simandle concluded his more than five-year tenure as our Courtôs 
15th Chief Judge.  Thereafter, at the request of  Historical Society Chairman Donald A. Robinson, Esq., Judge 
Simandle generously agreed to share his reflections upon the time he spent as Chief Judge ð and indeed, up-
on the nearly 35-years (and counting) he has served as a judicial officer of our Court.  To that end, the Histori-
cal Society posed a series of questions intended to touch upon Judge Simandleôs personal experience as Chief 
Judge, and his more general views of that critical position.  What follows are Judge Simandleôs thoughtful re-
sponses to those questions, which have yielded an interesting and important contribution to the Federal Fami-
lyôs ever-growing historical record.  The Historical Society is deeply grateful to Judge Simandle for dedicating 
his time and talent to this endeavor.   

 

Historical Society:  Having recently completed more than five-years of service as Chief Judge, what did 
you find the most challenging aspects of that position? 

 

Judge Simandle:  It was challenging to find time to address the day-to-day and long-term demands of 
administering a large and active court while maintaining a full civil and criminal case docket. As Chief Judge, 
I relied heavily upon our talented and experienced court administrators, and I frequently called upon our Dis-
trict and Magistrate Judges to take on special projects.  Ultimately, the Chief Judge tries to address matters of 
court-wide concerns by building consensus while not overburdening judges with matters of lesser import.  
Finding that balance is a matter of experience, instinct, and (sometimes) luck. 
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 Historical Society:   Unexpectedly rewarding? 

 

 Judge Simandle:  I could not have anticipated the overwhelming support and goodwill of our own judg-
es, each of whom is so talented and concerned with making our court as good as it can be. To have all judges 
pulling in the same direction on the important issues and challenges was a great gift. 

 The Historical Society provided one of the very most gratifying moments in sponsoring the 225th Anni-
versary Gala of our beloved district court.  In particular, the outstanding efforts of Magistrate Judge Douglas 
E. Arpert (who arranged for the Newark Boys Choir and the West Point Band to perform), then-Historical So-
ciety President and now-Magistrate Judge Leda Dunn Wettre (who gave a memorable introduction to Justice 
Alito, the keynote speaker), and Tom Curtin, a great supporter of the Historical Society and the long-time 
Chair of the Lawyers Advisory Committee (who served as the Master of Ceremonies).  That was a sparkling 
evening when the entire Court Family celebrated. 

 I treasured speaking on behalf of our court at many public events, including more than a dozen swear-
ing-in ceremonies for new judges, the various bench/bar conferences, multicultural celebrations, and commu-
nity events across the state. 

 

ð 

Several external challenges required a lot of time and energy to craft and execute a 
response. Those included the governmental shut-down and budgetary sequestration in 2012 and 2013, the fil-
ings of over 2,000 flood insurance cases after Superstorm Sandy, and the steep rise in civil case filings in an 
already busy court (from 7,879 in SY 2011 to 12,944 in SY 2017) including many multidistrict litigation cases 
transferred to our court. 

Improving court access for pro se litigants, a major court goal because such cases are about 20% of our 
docket, was achieved through restructuring our Prisoner Litigation Office, improving information on our web-
site, launching clinical pilot programs with Seton Hall Law School and Rutgers School of Law for pro bono 
representation in settlement efforts for non-prisoner and prisoner cases respectively, and strengthening the Pro 
Bono Panel of attorneys willing to accept appointments in worthy cases. 

Another continuing challenge included dealing with unfilled judicial vacancies as well as the need for 
Congress to create more judgeships for our court. Even if current vacancies were filled, the Judicial Confer-
ence determined that we should have at least three additional district judgeships, just to return to the high-
normal range of workload per judge in federal courts. 

Physical and security needs required extra efforts. Building good relationships and communications 
with our landlord the General Services Administration (and the Postal Service in Newarkôs Lautenberg Post 
Office and Courthouse Building) has led to improvements in our physical environment, both short-term and 
long term, in each of our beautiful, historic courthouses. 

The deaths of three dear colleagues ð Judges Stanley S. Brotman, Dickinson R. Debevoise, and Joseph 
E. Irenas ð in relatively close succession amounted to a huge personal and institutional loss.  I miss them 
every day. 

Responding to inquiries from the press and public required accurate facts and clear communication. 
Since I hoped to promote transparency and responsiveness, I took these questions seriously and did my best to 
explain the courtôs processes when appropriate. 
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Judge Simandle:  Oh my!  What court can point to a finer run of Chief Judges than those four?  And I 
would quickly add their predecessors, Chief Judges Mitchell H. Cohen, Lawrence Whipple, and George Bar-
low. Each was so talented and showed they cared deeply about our court and staff, as well as the lawyers who 
practice before us. I knew our judges, staff, and lawyers had come to expect a Chief Judge who valued our 
distinctive Court Family, who promoted excellence and professionalism in our bench and bar, and who would 
marshal our resources toward innovation and growth of our capacity, and I only hoped I was up to the high 
standards of my predecessors. 

 

Historical Society:     Were any interactions with your predecessors particularly impactful? 

 

Judge Simandle:  Chief Judge Fisher presided over the process that selected me as a magistrate judge in 
Camden in 1983, and he gave me a seal of approval and a confidence booster by appointing me as a judicial 
member of the first Lawyers Advisory Committee. This taught me how meaningful it can be for the Chief 
Judge to reach out to the newer judges and give them such opportunities and support. 

Chief Judge John F. Gerry taught me as his law clerk, magistrate judge, and district judge colleague, 
and I canôt imagine my professional life without his mentoring and support for those years. As Chief Judge, he 
initiated our modern court governance plan and its committee structure that still are the blueprint for organiza-
tional success. He is probably the only Chief Judge in U.S. history to 
dedicate three large new courthouses during his term. He invested all 
of us with the mandate to reach beyond ourselves in service of the 
court. I never discovered the secret of his knack for making the Chief 
Judgeôs job look easy! 

Chief Judge Anne E. Thompson continues to teach me that 
courage and heart matter a lot, and that preparation and hard work 
make our judicial processes succeed.  I was grateful she appointed me 
to chair several of our courtôs committees dealing with the rules, case 
management, and the budget and clerkôs office. Judge Thompson was 
never too busy to pause to ask about the family and discuss the events 
of the day. Her continuing service as a senior judge is inspirational for 
me. 

Chief Judge John W. Bissell brought a leadership style of preci-
sion and grace, teaching by example of judicial professionalism. In his 
understated way, he guided our court toward greater unity following a 
debate ð early in his tenure in 2001 ð whether to split into northern 
and southern districts. He had a spirit of reconciliation that addressed 
the rough spots, made us better, and moved us forward. 

Chief Judge Garrett E. Brown, Jr., set a standard of being omnipresent in our district that may never be 
equaled. He brought our court into the first ranks of patent jurisdictions, setting up the Local Patent Rules Ad-
visory Committee, which I was pleased to chair and which taught me a lot. He took time to orient me to be-
come his successor, which made our transition better. 

Former Chief Judge John F. Gerry 
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Historical Society:  Did any notable challenges arise during your tenure as Chief Judge that had not 
been encountered by your predecessors? 

 

Judge Simandle:  In a 228-year-old court, you might think weôve seen it all. My answer to the third 
question posed above probably covers it. 

 

Historical Society:  Is there any aspect of your tenure as Chief Judge that is a particular point of pride? 

 

Judge Simandle:  I was proud that our Court Family in 
each courthouse and as a whole ð reflected a renewed sense of 
unity, purpose, and stewardship. We shared a cause of public out-
reach to enhance understanding and acceptance of our court, 
while seeking to demystify the court for newer lawyers. I was 
proud that President Barack Obama visited our Re-Entry Court 
and Judge Madeline Arleo in November, 2015, where he stayed 
overtime and publicly praised it as an example of what our judi-
cial system is doing right. I was proud to stand with New Jerseyôs 
Chief Justice Stuart Rabner on six occasions to present the State 
of the Judiciary speech on our Courtôs behalf and to have so 
many good things to say about our progress.  And I was proud to 
receive the ceremonial Chief Judgeôs Gavel from my predecessor 
Judge Brown and to turn it over to my successor, Chief Judge Jo-
se Linares, knowing our Court would be in good hands. 

 

Historical Society:  After serving more than five-years as Chief Judge, could you describe the transition 
to Senior Judge, and how you intend to continue to serve the Court in that capacity? 

 

Judge Simandle:  Iôm enjoying coming up for air and addressing my docket full time, being available to 
Chief Judge Linares in ways he finds helpful, and paying more attention to my outside life. Fellow senior 
judges say it takes a year or two to notice the difference in work load (which contains all the old cases and 
half the new ones going forward). For now, Iôm also chairing various committees of this court and of the 
Third Circuit and hoping to do what I can to repay the trust our judges and lawyers gave me. 

 

Historical Society:  Finally, is there anything about the Chief Judge's role that most members of the 
Federal Family don't know, but you feel they should? 

 

Judge Simandle:  It has been mostly a lot of fun. Despite the responsibilities, there arenôt many proto-
cols on how best to do the job, and thatôs a good thing. There is room for creativity and personal growth. The 
Chief Judge shapes the agenda of the court, presides at court meetings, and makes sure the decisions are im-
plemented. I wish each of my colleagues could have the opportunity to be the Chief Judge and to enjoy it as 
much as I did. 

 

 

N.J. Chief Justice Rabner and Judge Simandle  
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I  F  M    H . W  H. G 

 

B :  H . J  H. W , U.S.B.J. (R .)   

A gentleman judge: that moniker is most appropriate to describe and re-
member the Honorable William H. Gindin, who passed away on May 24, 2017.  
He was a judge who respected all who came before him, a judge who listened 
patiently and with compassion to attorneys and litigants, a judge who engaged 
actively and enthusiastically with members of the bankruptcy bar, and a judge 
who relished the intellectual challenges presented by the Bankruptcy Code. 

When Judge Gindin was appointed to the bankruptcy bench in late 1984, it 
was a new era in the history of the bankruptcy courts.  The enactment of the 
new Bankruptcy Code in 1978 fundamentally changed the nature of the prac-
tice, opening up the practice to an influx of new practitioners, including those 
from large, multi-faceted law firms.  The bankruptcy court was in a period of 
transition, and needed a leader to chart its course. From the outset of his tenure 
on the bench, and through his service as Chief Judge of the Bankruptcy Court 
of the District of New Jersey, Judge Gindin was incredibly impactful in forging 
a community of bankruptcy judges and practitioners who aspired to achieve the 
highest standards of professional excellence.  He loved the court as an institu-
tion, and was passionate about nurturing a sense of integrity, civility and colle-
giality ð a sense that we were all members of the court family.  Besides his 
wonderfully warm and engaging personality, he used various vehicles to create 
these bonds.  He actively encouraged and supported the involvement of judges and attorneys in the American 
Inns of Court movement.  During his time as Chief Judge, the New Jersey Bankruptcy Inn of Court was estab-
lished.  As well, Judge Gindin played an instrumental role in instituting our annual Bench - Bar Conference, 
which now bears his name.  The Conference brings together the bankruptcy bench and bar, both consumer and 
commercial, from the entire district, to learn together and to socialize together. 

I had the privilege of working closely with Bill from the beginning of my judicial career. Before we be-
came bankruptcy judges, we both served as New Jersey Administrative Law Judges.  Bill had been a bank-
ruptcy lawyer and Chapter 13 Trustee in his earlier career, and his elevation to the bankruptcy bench was the 
realization of his fondest dream.  He seemed to approach each day like a child in a toy store, always marveling 
at the incredibly varied and interesting aspects of his cases.  His sharp intellect enabled him to frame and to 
analyze issues effectively, and his ability to articulate his thoughts clearly and concisely on complex concepts 
was impressive. He couldnôt wait to take the bench each day.  

Bill took me under his wing and became a wonderful mentor to me.  His incredibly enthusiastic attitude 
about each legal issue he was presented with was infectious.  Unlike Bill, who had a vast amount of 
knowledge about bankruptcy law, I had never practiced bankruptcy before I became a bankruptcy judge, and 
suffice it to say that I had a lot to learn.  Bill was never too busy to help me to understand a particular concept, 
or to work through the complexities of a particular case.  We shared lots of memorable moments together, 
both professionally and personally.  I am eternally grateful for his friendship and his mentorship.  

 

Editorôs Note: On November 2, 2017, the Historical Society ð along with the District and Bankruptcy Courts 
ð proudly co-sponsored a Memorial for Judge Gindin in the ceremonial courtroom of the Trenton Court-
house.  The Memorial was presided-over by the Hon. Kathryn Ferguson, Chief Judge of the Bankruptcy 
Court, and included touching remembrances of Judge Gindin.  At the conclusion of the Memorial, the Histori-
cal Society hosted a reception for the many members of our Federal Family in attendance.  The Historical So-
ciety is deeply grateful to former Chief Judge Wizmer for preparing the foregoing elegant remembrance.     

Hon. William H Gindin  
(1931-2017) 

U.S.B.J. (1984-2004) 


